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“Reimagine 2025” is our vision for every child in  
Bosnia and Herzegovina

We reimagine a world where every child benefits 
from an equitable realisation of their rights to 
health, education, protection and participation.

Our 2021-2025 Country Programme results and 
strategies are fully aligned with the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation 
Framework 2021-2025.

Together with our partners, we will continue 
supporting Bosnia and Herzegovina in eliminating 
the multi-dimensional causes of poverty, 
discrimination and exclusion for the most 
vulnerable children, with particular attention to 
those living in poverty, those belonging to ethnic 
minorities (especially Roma), children with 
disabilities, children deprived of parental care, 
refugee, migrant and asylum-seeking children, 
and marginalized young people and women.

Join us!

UNICEF Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Every child 
thrives

OUR FOCUS

IMMUNISATION NUTRITION EARLY CHILDHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT 

(ECD)
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OUR RESULTS OUR CHALLENGE

32 per cent of all children in 
BiH are not fully immunised, 
these numbers are increasing

Only 4 per cent of Roma 
children are fully immunised 
which is alarming

10 per cent of children are affected 
by stunting, these numbers are 
higher for Roma children

17 per cent of children are obese, 
a risk for noncommunicable 
diseases later in life

Only 19 per cent of women 
exclusively breastfeed 
their babies until 6 months

Under-five mortality is 6 per 1,000 
live births for all children in BiH, 
but under-five mortality for Roma 
children is 27 per 1,000 live births 

Supported the establishment 
of early childhood 
development services 
in over 22 per cent of 
municipalities in BiH

Over 500 health, 
education and social 
services professionals 
trained in early detection of 
developmental delays and 
early intervention

Supported the development 
of legislative frameworks 
and assessment tools 
for early childhood 
development, reaching over 
200,000 children and their 
families

Over 1,000 health 
professionals improved their 
interpersonal communication 
skills to provide quality 
immunisation services 
and information to families

Immunisation application 
and social media reached 
over 100,000 people, 
helping them to increase 
their knowledge and 
positive attitude towards 
immunisation

Nutrition Friendly 
Kindergarten and 
Schools programme 
reaching over 
5,000 kindergarten 
and school aged 
children, parents 
and education 
professionals, 
improving their 
knowledge on 
healthy living and 
eating

Over 6,000 refugee 
and migrant 
children and their 
families benefited 
from paediatric 
and nutrition 
services, including 
breastfeeding 
counselling and 
immunisation

32% 4%

10% 17%

19% 27
per 1000
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Every child 
learns

PRESCHOOL 
EDUCATION

PRIMARY
EDUCATION

SKILLS 
DEVELOPMENT

OUR FOCUS
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OUR CHALLENGEOUR RESULTS

Supported conducting 
the first-ever 2018 PISA 
(Programme for International 
Student Assessment) test 
which provided a baseline on 
the quality of learning in BiH

Supported conducting the 
2019 Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS)

Contributed to a 24 per 
cent increase of children 
attending obligatory 
programmes in the year 
prior to primary school

Provided comprehensive 
capacity development 
programmes for preschool 
teachers to enhance their 
skills in early childhood 
intervention.

3,000 refugee and 
migrant children 
benefitted from formal 
and non-formal 
education programmes

Only 0.5 per cent of children from 
rural areas and 2 per cent of children 
from families with unemployed 
parents attend preschool 

PISA 2018 test showed 15-year old 
students in BiH are on average 
about three school years behind 
their peers in Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) member 
countries. The minimum level of 
functional literacy is not attained 
by 58 per cent of students in 
mathematics, 57 per cent in 
science and 54 per cent in reading.

24
%

3,000

0.5% 58%

57%

54%

Less than 2 per cent of Roma children 
and 2 per cent of children with 
disabilities attend preschool

Only 69 per cent of Roma children 
attend primary education and 23 
per cent secondary education

2%

69%

25%
Preschool enrolment for 
children 3 to 6 years is the 
lowest in Europe (25 per cent)

Children with disabilities in 
mainstream education are still 
not adequately supported
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Every child is 
protected from 
violence and 
exploitation

OUR FOCUS

ADDRESSING 
VIOLENCE 
AGAINST 

CHILDREN

DE-INSTITUTIONALISING 
CHILDREN WITHOUT 

PARENTAL CARE 
AND CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES

ENHANCING 
EQUITABLE 
ACCESS OF 
CHILDREN 

TO JUSTICE
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OUR CHALLENGEOUR RESULTS

Development and roll-out of a 
school-based secondary prevention 
programme to support the early 
identification of risk factors 
associated with harm or risky 
behaviours in children, benefitting 
more than 200,000 children.

Establishment of a professional 
foster care system, including 
training in foster care and 
education of professionals 
in centres for social welfare, 
benefitting more than 440 foster 
care families and 570 children

Further advancements in 
strengthening the justice 
for children systems, with 
development of 12 laws and by-
laws and improved knowledge 
and skills of 4,600 justice for 
children professionals

10,000 migrant, asylum-seeking 
and refugee children benefitted 
from quality child protection 
support, providing the case 
management, legal information, 
mental health and psychosocial 
support

More than 1,000 children are still 
in institutional care, the majority 
for reasons of poverty, lack of 
access to community-based 
social services or disability

More than 3,300 children 
annually find themselves 
before court, with justice 
systems not fully equipped 
to provide child-friendly 
services and equitable access 
to justice for children from 
poor families, children with 
disabilities, Roma children 
and migrant, asylum-seeking 
and refugee children

1,000

Nearly one fifth of children have 
experienced sexual violence 
during their lifetime

Half of children aged 2-14 have 
experienced a violent method 
of discipline, including physcial 
punishment and psychological 
aggression

Migrant, asylum-seeking and 
refugee children are largely 
excluded from the local child 
protection system and in 
particular unaccompanied 
children do not have access 
to appropriate care
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Every child has 
an equitable 
chance in life OUR FOCUS

CHILD RIGHTS 
MONITORING 

AND EVIDENCE 
GENERATION

CHILD SENSITIVE 
SOCIAL PROTECTION 

AND INCLUSION 
SYSTEMS

LOCAL 
GOVERNANCE 
FOR CHILDREN 

AND YOUTH
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OUR CHALLENGEOUR RESULTS

Supported relevant authorities in advancing 
social and child protection legislation (for 
example: Republika Srpska Law on Child 
Protection, Draft Federation of BiH Law on 
Support to Families with Children)

In collaboration with relevant Government 
partners and academia, introduced the 
shock-responsive concept of social 
protection

Through partnerships with 34 per cent of 
BiH municipalities and cities, supported 
the establishment of referrals and family 
support services, the majority of which 
were sustained through local budgets 

Children with 
disabilities are 
among the most 
stigmatized and 
excluded children 
in the country. 

They are likely to have poorer 
health, less education, fewer 
economic opportunities, live in 
greater poverty and more often 
in institutions, and face greater 
inequalities than children 
without disabilities

Social protection 
systems in the country 
have to be child-
sensitive and more 
resilient to distasters 

Child cash 
benefits have 
to be coupled 
with access to 
quality social services, e.g. 
family support services

The country has 
a fast ageing 
population due 
partly to declining 
fertility rates and partly to 
high out-migration of youth

Social exclusion of 
families from rural 
areas, Roma families, 
families with children 
with disabilities is 
multidimensional

Absolute child 
poverty increased 
from 31 per cent 
(2011) to 34 per 
cent (2015)

34%

Inadequate 
planning system 
for children, 
particularly the 
poorest children, 
those in rural 
areas and those who have a 
disability or belong to an ethnic 
minority, such as Roma

Roma are the most 
disadvantaged and 
most vulnerable 
minority group in the 

Targeting and adequacy of child 
cash benefits needs to be further 
advanced, especialy in the 

Federation of BiH 
where children 
do not yet have 
minimum equal 
access to cash 
benefits

country, most of them are living in 
chronic multi-dimensional poverty
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Health authorities and service 
providers are utilising capacities 
and resources, providing quality 
and inclusive immunisation, early 
childhood development and nutrition 
services to ALL children

Education authorities and institutions 
are utilising resources and capacities, 
providing quality, inclusive, skills-
oriented 21st century education at all 
levels for ALL children

Child protection authorities and 
service providers are utilising 
resources and capacities, providing 
inclusive and holistic protection from 
violence, abuse and exploitation for 
ALL children.

Social protection authorities and 
service providers are utilising 
resource and capacities to provide 
evidence based and holistic response 
to reduce poverty and achieve social 
inclusion of ALL children

Special attention for the most 
vulnerable children: Roma children, 
children with disabilities, children 
deprived of family care, refugee, 
migrant and asylum-seeking children

NOW REIMAGINE 
2025
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TO GET THERE 
WE WILL

Support the development and 
implementation of strategies and 

plans for improved and sustained 
immunisation, healthy nutrition 
and integrated health and early 

childhood development services

Support the development and 
implementation of feasibility studies, 
assessments, legislative frameworks 
and innovative models of quality and 
inclusive education

Support school-based 
innovations, including but not 
limited to digital innovations, 

that empower and support 
teachers and educators

Introduce new approaches 
to personalized and adaptive 
learning, both inside and outside 
of the classroom

Support the improvement of 
structures, functions, capacities, 

outreach and preventive and 
supportive services to children 

and their families at any child 
protection related risk

Model children and youth 
friendly cities and municipalities

Increase awareness and public 
demand for fulfilment of every 

child’s rights to thrive, learn, be 
protected and included

Enable meaningful participation 
and engagement of children 
and communities throughout all 
interventions
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REIMAGINE 2025 IS OUR ROADMAP
to 2030 Agenda’s vision of a world in which  
no one is left behind

OUR STRATEGIES 

OUR 
ASSETS

OUR 
VALUES

Responsive, 
transparent and 
accountable 
work 

Programming for  
at-scale results

Gender-transformative 
programming

Developing and leveraging 
resources and partnerships

Leveraging the power of 
business and markets

United Nations 
working together

Fostering innovation 
in programming and 
advocacy 

Using the power 
of evidence

Winning support for the cause from 
decision-makers and the wider public 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Results-oriented, 
efficient and 
effective 
management

Staff capacity 
to drive 
change for 
children

Versatile, safe and 
secure knowledge 
and information 
systems

Integrity

Care

Respect Trust

Accountability
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JOIN US! 
www.unicef.ba

Tel: +387 33 293 600

E-mail: sarajevo@unicef.org

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=unicef%20bosna%20i%20hercegovina
https://www.instagram.com/unicef_bih/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFBiH



